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Phone  Office  On  "Stilts" 


Reversal  of  orthodox  construction 
methods  is  pictured  in  this  view  of 
the  eight-storey  Alberta  Govern- 
ment Telephones  building  rising  on 
the  skvline  of  downtown  Calgarv. 
Workmen  are  building  from  the  top 
storey  downward.  This  is  being 
done  to  allow  installation  of  tele- 
vision terminal  and  switching 
equipment  on  the  four  upper  floors 
by  the  time  the  Trans-Canada 
micro-wave  svstem  reaches  Calgary 
this  fall.  Construction  of  a  95-foot 
micro-wave  tower  on  the  roof  is  to 
begin  in  Mav.  Of  the  two  storeys 
already  enclosed,  the  upper  floor 
is  completed  to  the  point  where 
installation  of  equipment  is  well 
under  way.  • 


This  fourth-floor  view  shows  the 
permanent  elevator  system  which 
rises  from  the  ground  floor 
through  the  skeletal  steelwork  to 
facilitate  work  on  the  top  floors. 
Dimensions  of  the  building  are  150 
feet  by  120  feet.  The  east  section 
is  being  built  eight  storeys  in 
height,  while  the  west  half  is  being 
extended  only  four  storeys  with 
provision  to  add  four  more  floors 
in  the  future.  Over-all  cost  of  the 
project,  complete  with  installations, 
has  been  estimated  at  $11  million. 
Cost  of  equipment  is  expected  to 
run  substantially  higher  than  that 
of  the  building  itself.  • 


People,  Places  and  Services 
Shown  in  New  Alberta  Film 


A  40-minute  16  mm  film,  "This, 
Is  Alberta,"  has  been  completed  by 
the  Film  and  Photographic  Branch 
of  the  Department  of  Economic 
Affairs  and  will  be  available  for 
general  distribution  in  Alberta  earlv 
in  May. 

The  new  film  deals  with  the 
services  of  various  departments  of 
government  administration  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  the  people  thev 
serve.  Narrating  the  production 
are,  an  old-timer  who  talks  of  the 
progress  in  agriculture;  an  elec- 
trician pointing  out  the  growth  in 
rural  electrification  and  industry; 
a  shopkeeper  who  deals  with  cul- 
tural expansion;  a  trucker  speak- 
ing of  highwav  construction;  a 
nurse  dealing  with  health  and  wel- 


fare services;  a  game  warden  on 
forest  and  game  management  and 
conservation;  and  a  teen-ager  who 
deals  with  the  progress  of  educa- 
tion. 

"This  Is  Alberta"  is  the  nine- 
teenth film  produced  in  sound  and 
color  bv  the  Film  and  Photographic 
Branch  in  nine  years  of  operation. 
In  addition  to  the  major  produc- 
tions several  television  shorts  and 
silent  motion  pictures  have  been 
produced. 

The  new  film  has  been  in  pro- 
duction for  two  vears,  taking  in  all 
of  Alberta  as  a  setting.  It  will 
be  available  from  the  Film  Library, 
Department  of  Economic  Affairs, 
Edmonton.  • 


Bituminous  Sands  Area 
Boundaries  Are  Defined 


Amendments  to  the  Mines  and 
Minerals  Act,  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Alberta  Legislature, 
define  a  specific  area  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  province  where 
"bituminous  sands"  regulations 
shall  henceforth  apply.  Prior  to 
amendment  of  the  act  regulations 
pertaining  to  oil  sands  applied  to 
the  entire  province. 

The  rectangular  area  now  de- 
fined comprises  315  townships 
or  11,340  square  miles.  Popularly 
called  the  Athabasca  Oil  Sands, 
it  is  bounded  bv  townships  84  to 
104  inclusive,  and  ranges  4  to  18 
inclusive,  all  King  west  of  the 
fourth  meridian.  The  oil  sands, 
common  to  the  area,  holds '  the 
world's  largest  known  untapped  re- 
serves of  oil,  variously  estimated 
by  the  oil  industry  at  one  hundred 
to  three  hundred  million  barrels. 

Petroleum  and  natural  gas  leases 
obtained  outside  the  area  will  now 
include  rights  to  bituminous  sands. 
Isolated  patches  of  oil  sands  occur 
at  several  Alberta  points.  Inside 
the  designated  area,  separate  bitu- 


minous sands  leases  will  be  issued. 
Ordinary  petroleum  and  natural  gas 
leases,  excluding  bituminous  sands, 
will  continue  to  be  issued  within 
the  designated  area.  Oil  sands 
leases  will  grant  the  right  to  extract 
petroleum  and  associated  minerals 
found  in  the  "McMurrav  formation" 
and  occurring  at  or  below  the  sur- 
face. Leasees  of  bituminous  sands 
will  now  have  the  right  to  all 
products  recovered,  regardless  of 
the  method  of  extraction. 

Exploration  companies  and  pri- 
vate individuals  currently  hold  a 
total  of  1,077,555  acres  under 
bituminous  sands  prospecting  per- 
mit. In  addition  to  this  amount, 
98,005  acres  are  secured  bv  de- 
velopment lease. 

General  amendments  to  the  act 
designate  transactions  of  Crown 
held  mineral  rights  as  "transfers" 
rather  than  "assignments."  Persons 
under  21  years  of  age  will  no  longer 
be  eligible  to  acquire  crown  held 
rights  under  lease  or  exploration 
permit. 


DEDICATE  JUBIL 
TO  MEMORY  ALB 


ALBERTA'S  twin  Golden 
Jubilee  Auditoria  at  Cal- 
gary and  Edmonton  were 
officially  opened  April  28  in 
impressive    ceremonies    at  both 


The  massive  auditorium  proper, 
seating  2,695  persons,  is  seen 
here  from  the  stage.  In  the  front 
foreground  is  the  stage  extension 
covering  the  orchestra  pit  which 
is  removed  for  stage  productions. 


centres.  His  Honor  Dr.  J.  J. 
Bowlen,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Pre- 
mier E.  C.  Manning  and  other  civic 
and  government  officials  dedicated 
the  auditoria  as  a  memorial  to  fiftv 
years  of  Provincial  development, 
and  to  those  pioneers  whose  initial 
foresight  and  fortitude  made  that 
progress  possible. 

A  week  long  program  of  enter- 
tainment including  symphony,  bal- 
let, opera,  drama,  musical  reviews 


The  main  social  room,  complete 
with  small  stage,  can  seat  approx- 
imately 500  persons.  It  intercon- 
nects with  two  smaller  rooms  and 
the  service  kitchen.  The  fine 
hardwood  floor  is  laid  on  stee! 
springs  for  the  comfort  of 
dancers. 


and  ethnic  groups  presentation 
followed  the  dedication  ceremonies. 
Well  known  professional  enter- 
tainers supplemented  Alberta  talent 
in  the  programs,  drawn  up  by  the 
Allied  Arts  Councils  of  Calgary  and 
Edmonton. 

Experts  in  the  fields  of  theatre, 
music  and  sound  have  judged  the 
auditoria  one  of  the  finest  of  their 
type  in  the  world.  A  test  concert 
held  in  Edmonton  early  in  April 
found  acoustical  and  other  qualities 
of  the  structures  without  fault. 


Spacious  display  area  on  the 
lower  level  beneath  the  main 
lobby  is  ideally  suited  for  art 
displays,  as  seen  left;  auto- 
mobile shows,  handicraft  shows 
or  other  type  exhibitions. 


Works,  the  impressive  auditoria 
have  a  seating  capacity  of  2,695 
persons.  The  front  stalls,  or  main 
floor,  can  seat  1,268;  the  grand 
circle,  770  and  the  balcony,  657. 
Overall  area  of  each  building  is 
1.5  acres. 

Beauty  and  grace  of  design  pre-  ' 
dominates  throughout  the  build- 
ings. Entering  through  one  of  17 
full  glazed  aluminum  finished  ( 
doors,  patrons  find  themselves  in 
a  spacious,  attractively  furnished 
curved  fover.  At  one  side  of  the 
entrance  are  ticket  booths  which 
can  handle  ticket  sales  for  an  entire 
performance  in  record  time.  On 
the  other  side  are  coat  and  hat 
check  stands. 

Contrasting  pillars,  modern-stvled 
chandeliers  and  marbled  and 
panelled  walls  highlight  the  main 
lobby.  Double-width  stairs  with 
brass  handrails  at  either  end  of  the 
lobby  lead  to  the  grand  circle  and 
balconv  and  also  to  the  lower  social 
and  displav  areas. 

Fiftv-f eet  high  walls  of  the  fan- 
shaped  auditorium  proper  are 
panelled  in  French  walnut  and 
stretch  back  152  feet  from  the  80- 
foot  wide  proscenium  to  the  160- 
foot  width  at  the  rear  of  the  bal- 
conv. Beneath  some  of  these  panels 
are  adjustable  fibreglass  insulation 
"bats"  placed  to  provide  just  the  J 
right  amount  of  sound  reflection  ' 
from  the  wall  surface.  The  ceiling 
is  the  main  reflector  of  sound  and 
is  scientifically  divided  in  twelve 
large  panels  of  various  shape.  The 
sectional  ceiling  adheres  to  a  grid 
of  steel  and  mesh  panels,  from 
roof  girders  and  supported  bv  thou- 
sands of  steel  wires.  Sound  absorb- 
ing plates  and  diffusing  strips 
which  comprise  the  rear  wall  hold 
in  place  carpeting  having  a  com- 
plex acoustical  potential. 

The  air  conditioning  system  is 
able  to  bring  70,000  cubic  feet  of 
warmed  air  a  minute  into  the  hall. 
Air  supply  grilles  are  located  in  the 
ceiling  while  air  returns  are  located 
under  the  plush  seats. 

The  stage  of  the  new  auditoria 
has  been  described  as  one  of  the 


The  Southern  Alberta  Jubilee 
Auditorium  is  located  on  a  26-acre 
site  on  the  grounds  of  the  Provin- 
cial Institute  of  Technology  and 
Art.  The  Northern  Alberta  jubilee 
Auditorium  at  Edmonton  is  on  a 
13-acre  site  on  the  University  of 
Alberta  campus. 

Designed  bv  the  staff  of  the  Pro- 
vincial    Department     of  Public 


Modern  chandeliers  and  pillars 
provide  a  unique  setting  for  the 
attractively  furnished  main  lobby 
which  overlooks  the  main  social 
room  on  a  lower  level  at  left. 


Premier  E.  C.  Manning  receives 
the  golden  key  to  the  new  Alberta 
Golden  Jubilee  Auditoria  from  The 
Hon.  James  Hartley,  Minister  of 
Public  Works,  during  closing  hours 
of  1957  sitting  of  legislature. 


!ee  auditoria 

iERTA  PIONEERS 


largest,  and  finest  on  the  continent. 
Various  type  productions  can  be 
staged  on  it  ranging  from  a  grand 
opera  to  solo  performances.  The 
stage  is  120  feet  wide  and  48  feet 
deep.  Should  the  covered  orchestra 
pit  be  used  as  the  forestage,  depth 
may  be  increased  to  65  feet.  The 
orchestra  pit  can  accommodate  75 
musicians.  The  elevated  conductor's 
rostrum  makes  the  conductor  visible 
to  the  audience  from  the  waist  up, 


ped  with  a  stage  for  small  pro- 
ductions and  seats  for  450  people. 
Total  capacity  of  the  three  adjoin- 
ing social  rooms  is  1,000  persons. 
All  three  rooms  are  connected  with 
a  service  kitchen. 

Just  opposite  the  social  rooms  is 
the  exhibitions  space  and  the  club 
room.  Special  mouldings  for  hang- 
ing pictures  and  displays  is  pro- 
vided. Automobiles  and  other  motor 


A  portion  of  the  audience  at  the  Edmonton  Jubilee  Auditorium  is  shown  above 
as  they  listen  to  the  remarks  of  Premier  E.  C.  Manning  during  dedication  cere- 
monies April  28. 


and  permits  him  to  see  stage  action 
while  directing.  Lighting  is  con- 
trolled from  a  complex  panel 
directly  before  the  conductor's  ros- 
trum, on  a  lower  level.  The  modern 
switchboard  will  allow  the  light- 
ing engineer  to  set  lighting  pat- 
terns 10  changes  ahead.  The  stage, 
towering  102  feet  to  the  roof  has 
a  maze  of  steel  beams,  channels 
and  cables  supporting  the  scenerv. 
Fiftv  rigging  lines  with  an  aggre- 
gate length  of  64,000  feet  of  cables 
and  many  hundred  feet  of  rope 
will  handle  drops  and  props.  A 
traps  area  in  the  stage's  midfloor 
and  a  large  freight  elevator  aids  in 
moving  scenerv  and  equipment. 

Behind,  below  and  above  the 
stage  are  many  of  the  auditorium's 
210  rooms  required  to  meet  the 
needs  of  performers.  Dressing 
rooms,  workshops,  studios,  service 
rooms,  scenery  docks,  offices  and 
additional  rehearsal  space  is  pro- 
vided for.  The  main  rehearsal  stage 
is  exactly  the  same  area  as  the 
acting  area  of  the  main  stage. 

The  main  social  area,  with  its 
display  cases  and  brilliant  lighting, 
is  located  on  the  lower  level,  be- 
neath the  foyer  and  lobbv.  There 
are  three  social  rooms,  one  equip- 


vehicles  may  be  driven  down  a 
ramp  at  one  end. 

The  auditorium  boasts  a  total  of 
57,000  feet  of  promenade  area,  of 
which  approximately  35,000  could 
be  used  for  exhibits  and  displays. 

A  control  room  with  the  latest 
motion  picture  amplification  and 
recording  equipment  is  located  on 
the  grand  circle  level.  Recorded 
music  can  be  piped  to  all  sections 
of  the  auditorium.  Television  and 
broadcasting  booths  are  recessed  in 
the  walls  of  the  auditorium  proper. 
Wiring  has  been  installed  for  a 
closed  television  circuit,  making  it 
possible  to  transmit  stage  action  to 
the  social  rooms  of  the  building. 

Vermont  and  Italian  marble, 
American  black  walnut,  plush  car- 
peting and  plate  glass  windows  of 
the  upper  balconies  are  outstand- 
ing features  of  the  auditoria,  de- 
signed and  erected  in  the  short  span 
of  two  and  one-half  vears. 

Near  the  entrance  visitors  can 
see  the  large  memorial  plaque 
which  states  in  part:  "May  this 
structure  endure  as  a  monument  to 
the  Alberta  pioneers.  In  these  stones 
is  our  tribute  to  those  who  formed 
our  province."  • 


Pioneer  Rebuilds  History 


The  generation  of  Alberta 
pioneers  who  anchored  their  sturdy 
log  cabins  on  virgin  western  soil 
is  fast  dwindling  and  with  them 
is  disappearing  log  building  crafts- 
manship. One  such  old-timer  still 
active  in  building  with  logs  is 
Hobart  A.  Dowler  of  Fisher  Home 
post  office,  on  the  north  shore  of 
Pigeon  Lake.  He  is  helping  to 
recreate  a  colorful  era  in  western 
Canada's  short  history. 

"Hohe"  as  his  friends  affection- 
ately call  him,  estimates  that  over 
the  past  25  years  he  has  built  or 
supervised  construction  of  nearly 
100  log  buildings.  He  and  his  son 
"Bill"  have  developed  a  unique  sys- 
tem of  building.  In  the  winter  the 
father-and-son  team  directs  a  crew 
of  workmen,  building  cabins  to 
specifications  on  their  lake-front 
grounds.  Suitable  logs  are  trucked 
from  within  a  radius  of  60  miles, 
and  peeled  on  delivery.  Log  lengths 
required  range  up  to  45  feet,  with 
a  diameter  of  not  less  than  10 
inches. 

Working  to  precise  blueprints 
which  thev  draft  themselves,  the 
Dowlers  direct  cutting  and  placing 
of  logs.  Corners  are  solidly  bound 
in  "dovetail"  design.  Other  bind- 
ing devices  are  used  for  door  and 
window  openings,  roof  stringers 
and  truss  beams.  As  each  log  is 
eased  into  place  it  is  numbered  in 
sequence,  thereby  simplifying  dis- 
mantling and  re-erection.  Come 
summer  time,  the  buildings  are 
taken  down,  trucked  to  their  final 
destination  and  re-assembled. 

Only  simple  tools  are  needed  in 
construction.  They  consist  chiefly 
of  saws,  axes  and  hatchets,  wood 
chisels  and  the  rudimentary  plum- 
bob. 

In  1941  American  military  men 
persuaded  Hobe  and  Bill  Dowler 
to  go  to  Alaska  and  supervise  con- 
struction of  log  buildings  for  a  small 
hidden  base  250  miles  west  of  Fair- 
banks. Just  two  years  previously, 
the  Dowlers  had  completed  a  series 
of  log  shelters  for  the  Canadian 
Alpine  Club  in  the  wild  upper 
reaches  of  the  Rockv  Mountains. 

More  recently  the  Dowlers  have 
been  concentrating  on  projects  of 
historic  significance.  One  of  these 
involves  building  a  replica  of  his- 
toric Fort  Macleod,  the  first  North- 
west Mounted  Police  fort  erected  in 


Alberta  in  1874.  The  square  stock- 
ade house,  to  be  mounted  on  a 
level  with  the  top  of  the  palisades 
and  adjacent  to  the  main  entrance 
gat*.-,  is  almost  complete.  About  11 
feet  square  and  16  feet  high,  it  is 
being  built  oi  square  hewn  logs 
to  provide  walls  and  floor  nine 
inches  thick.  Manx  ol  the  doors 
for  buildings  and  stakes  lor  the 
stockade  have  been  made.  The 
latter  are  about  four  inches  in 
thickness  and  will  provide  ;i  wall 
eight  feet  high. 

In  the  Dowler  front  yard  a 
sprawling  log  building  is  taking 
shape.  This  is  the  future  home  of 
the  Northern  Alberta  Pioneers  and 
Old-Timers'  Association.  It  will  be 
located  on  a  cement  foundation 
near  the  north  approach  to  the  Low 
Level  Bridge  in  Edmonton.  Of 
solid  log  construction  except  for 
the  ceiling,  the  building  will  have 
outside  dimensions  of  100  feet  by 
40  feet.  Roof,  doors,  window 
frames  and  even  natural  stone  fire- 
places are  built  bv  Hobe  and  Bill 
Dowler.  Thev  will  supervise  the 
structure's  re-assembling  in  the  city, 
as  they  do  with  all  such  buildings. 

The  new  building  is  similar  in 
design  to  that  which  the  Dowlers 
built  recently  for  southern  Alberta 
pioneers  in  Calgary. 

Also  being  erected  by  the 
Dowlers  on  permanent  location  not 
far  from  their  own  property  is  the 
summer  camp  centre  for  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  Youth  Council. 
Designed  in  the  shape  of  a  cross, 
the  combined  length  of  wings  is  70 
feet  and  80  feet,  while  their  width 
is  about  36  feet. 

A  sense  of  historv  pervades  the 
Dowler  grounds.  To  the  rear  of 
the  yard  are  several  replies  of  Red 
River  ox  carts  in  varying  stages 
of  completion.  Thev  are  slated  to 
be  used  as  historic  sites  markers 
at  various  points  in  the  province. 
Possiblv  thev  are  standing  on  the 
identical  spot  where  some  of  their 
earlv  counterparts  once  stood,  for 
the  Dowler  home  is  located  on  the 
same  shelf  of  ground  where  the 
noted  Methodist  missionary,  Rev. 
Robert  Rundle,  established  the  first 
christian  mission  west  of  the  Red 
River  in  1847.  The  hum  of  work 
spreads  out  to  encase  a  tiny  pioneer 
gravevard  and  the  crumbling  ruins 
of  the  mission  house  foundation.  • 


Tiers  of  logs  give  substance  to 
the  future  home  of  the  Northern 
Alberta  Pioneers  and  Old-Timers' 
Association.  The  100  foot  by  40 
foot  structure  is  being  built  in  the 
Dowler  yard.  When  completed  it 
will  be  dismantled,  trucked  to  Ed- 


monton and  re-assembled  on  a  con- 
crete foundation.  The  building  will 
be  fully  weather-proof  and  equip- 
ped with  modern  facilities  Logs 
for  such  structures  range  up  to  45 
feet  in  length,  with  a  minimum 
diameter  of  10  inches. 
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To  Lack  Stack      I  Snow  Lack 

Helps  Gost 


Vagaries  of  winter  weather  over 
the  past  two  seasons  reflect  a  sharp 
contrast  in  snow  removal  costs  on 
Alberta  highways. 

Unusually  stormy  weather  which 
prevailed  during  the  1955-56  win- 
ter boosted  snow  removal  costs  to 
a  record  high  of  $439,524.  Costs 
are  exclusive  of  other  winter  main- 
tenance work. 

During  the  1956-57  season, 
benign  Old  Man  Winter  provided 
little  wind  and  abnormally  light 
snowfall  with  the  result  that  snow 
removal  costs  dropped  to  $251,281. 
Thus  costs  were  almost  halved  from 
one  vear  to  the  other,  despite  some- 
what higher  mileage  serviced  and 
higher  employee  wages.  • 


Progress  is  taking  its  toll  oj  land- 
marks throughout  the  province.  Latest 
to  disappear  is  the  150-foot  smoke 
stack  of  the  government  power  plant 
near  the  Legislative  Building  in  Ed- 
monton. Built  between  1911  and  1913, 
the  smokestack  hasn't  been  used  since 
the  power  plant  began  burning  na- 
tural gas  instead  of  coal  some  years 
ago.  The  chimney  had  begun  to  dete- 
riorate and  is  being  torn  down  because 
it  could  become  a  hazard.  A  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  crew  of  five  pro- 
fessional highriggers,  using  air  ham- 
mers, are  working  on  the  project.  The 
huge  chimney  contains  an  estimated 
400,000  bricks.  It  is  15  feet  across  the 
base,  tapering  to  eight  feet  at  the  top. 
Men  climb  ladders  inside  the  smoke- 
stack to  reach  the  top. 


Coming  Events 


During  the  coming  year,  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within 
Our  Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  Coming  Events  column  all 
those  of  which  it  is  made  aware.  Information  should  be  forwarded 
to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton, 


April  28 

May  4 
May  3 
May  4 
May  7-10 
May  8-10 

May  8-10 
May  12-14 

May  15-18 
May  16-17 
May  17-18 
May  18-20 
May  20 
May  20-26 
May  21-20 
May  22-24 
May  26-30 
May  27-30 
May  28-30 
May  29- 
May  29-30 

June  1 
June    1-  6 
June  ■  1 

June  1 
June  3 
June  3 
June  3-4-5 
June  12 
June    6-  9 
June    6-  9 
June  9-12 
June  10-15 
June  11-12 

June  11-13 
June  13-20 

June  14-17 
June  14-16 


Dedication    W eek.  Alberta  Jubilee 
Auditoriums   


..Edmonton,  Calgary 


Northern  Aha.  Life  Underwriters'  Convention  Edmonton 

Rodeo   Edmonton 

Stampede  Corral  Horse  Show  Calgary 

Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Division  of  Canadian 

Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgy  Edmonton 

Alta.  Federation  Home  and  School  Association  Edmonton 

Calgary  Kennel  and  Obedience  Club  Championships 

Show   Calgary 

Horse  Show   „  Edmonton 

Dog  Show   Edmonton 

Can.  National  Amateur  Boxing  Championships  Camrose 

Alta.  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  Convention   Lloydminster 

Opening  Dinosaur  Trail   Drumheller 

Dominion  Drama  Festival   Edmonton 

Alberta  Association  of  Registered  Nurses   Banff 

W estern  Canada  Fuel  Association  Convention  Edmonton 

Canadian  Amateur  Hockey  Association  Edmonton 

Alberta  Women's  Institutes  „  Edmonton 

Alberta    Hotel    Association  Calgary 

Master  Brewers  Association   Banff 

Hereford  Bull  Sale   Lacombe 

Race  Meet  Calgary 

US  Savings  and  Loan  League  Banff 

Alta.  Regional  Conference  University  Women's 

Club   Medicine  Hat 

U.  of  A.  Annual  Feeders  Day  Edmonton 

Highway  Safety  Conference   Edmonton 

Aberdeen  Angus  Bull  Sale   Lacombe 

Provincial  Fire  Chiefs  Annual  Conference  Banff 

Shorthorn  Bull  Sale   Lacombe 

Law  Society  of  Alberta   Banff 

Canadian  Society  of  Plastic  Surgeons   Banff 

Canadian  Legion  Alberta  Command   Leth bridge 

Engineering  Institute  of  Canada   Banff 

Alta.  Associated  Chambers  oj  Commerce  and 

Agriculture  „  Edmonton 

Canadian  Postmasters  Association  Alberta  Branch  Edmonton 

Canadian  Ophthalmol ogical  and  Canadian 

Otolaryngologic^  Societies   Ban  ff 

Lions  International  District  Convention   Lethbridge 

Beta  Sigma  Phi  Northwest  Regional  Convention  Edmonton 


Know  Your  Alberta 


Mission  Held  Unique  Painting 


Standing  as  a  derelict  monument 
to  pioneering  missionaries  is  this 
Roman  Catholic  church  at  Dun- 
vegan,  in  the  land  of  the  "Grande 
Prairie."  Evidently  it  was  built  with 
loving  care  by  workmen  with  few 
tools  and  no  nails.  The  broad-axe 
marks  on  its  timbers,  the  mortising 
and  dowelling  speak  eloquentlv  of 
the  patience  and  craftsmanship  of 
pioneers. 

The  story  of  the  church's  build- 
ing is  told  in  the  memoirs  of  Bishop 
Grouard. 

A  house-chapel  near  the  site  was 
found  too  small  to  serve  the  needs 
of  the  Metis  population  and  Klon- 
dike trekkers.  Early  in  November 
of  1883,  Father  '  Grouard  and 
Father  Husson  set  out  to  build  a 
church.  With  the  help  of  a  Beaver 
Indian,  the  fathers  travelled  up  the 
Peace  River  to  cut  logs  and  pre- 
pare bark.  Five  days  later  thev 
began  floating  their  log  raft  down- 
river, arriving  at  their  destination 
just  before  freeze-up. 

That  winter  the  logs  were  cut 
and  planks  sawed,  but  they  had  to 
be  left  until  the  following  year  to 
season.  Thus  the  church  was  not 
completed  until  1885.  Needing 
material  on  which  to  paint  an 
appropriate  picture  for  an  altar 
piece,  the  resourceful  Father 
Grouard  enlisted  the  aid  of  a  Metis 
hunter,  who  provided  him  with  the 


Farm  Helps 
Are  Talked 

Ways  and  means  of  helping  the 
farmer  improve  his  mode  of  life, 
through  professional  advice  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  farm  and  home 
operation,  were  studied  and  dis- 
cussed by  field  and  administrative 
staff  of  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  an  extension  staff 
training  course  conducted  at  Banff 
April  1-5. 

Ninety-nine  district  agriculturists, 
district  home  economists,  extension 
specialists  and  administrative  per- 
sonnel attended  the  training  course. 
Dr.  Ernest  Nesius,  State  of  Ken- 
tucky Extension  Director  and  Frank 
Ballard,  State  of  Oregon  Extension 
Director  were  lecturers.  Eight  mem- 
bers of  the  Saskatchewan  Extension 
Service  also  attended. 

Extension  service  staff  are  re- 
sponsible for  bringing  the  latest 
technical  and  scientific  data  on 
farm  practices  to  the  farmer  and 
farm  wife.  Theme  followed  through 
out  the  course  was  farm  and  home 
extension  as  a  unit.  Problems  re- 
lating to  administration  were  also 
discussed. 

The  course,  first  since  1947,  was 
considered  bv  government  officials 
as  verv  successful.  • 


undamaged,  tanned  skin  of  a 
moose.  This  the  Father  stretched 
on  planks  behind  the  altar,  and  in 
richly  glowing  colors  painted  on  it 
a  scene  of  the  Saviour  on  the  Cross 
with  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St. 
Joseph  standing  bv.  This  priceless 
altar  piece  hung  in  the  church  for 
34  years,  even  when  the  building 
was  abandoned  in  favor  of  a 
church  location  in  the  growing 
town  of  Peace  River.  In  1919  it 
was  removed  to  the  new  church  in 
town.  When  the  newer  building 
burned  down  some  vears  later  the 
painting  was  lost  with  it. 

Todav  the  weather  beaten  little 
old  church  with  its  knarled  maple 
trees  surrounding  seems  to  stand 
guard  over  the  tiny  adjacent  ceme- 
tery where  priest,  Metis  and  gold 
seeker  lie  side  bv  side.  ® 


Many  to  Enjoy 
May  time  Trek 

The  second  "Maytime  in  Alberta" 
tour  will  begin  a  tour  of  eleven 
communities  this  month.  Initial 
presentation  of  Mavtime  was  in 
1952  when  it  visited  points  in  the 
Peace  River  country.  This  vear, 
the  presentation  will  visit  communi- 
ties in  the  east  central  section  of 
Alberta. 

Mavtime  is  composed  of  concert 
programs  by  the  Alberta  Mixed 
Chorus,  University  of  Alberta,  bv 
the  R.C.A.F.  Tactical  Air  Com- 
mand Band,  and  a  drama  produc- 
tion Studio  Theatre  "The  Love  of 
Four  Colonels."  Library,  visual  art 
and  craft  displays  and  demonstra- 
tions round  out  the  program.  The 
tour  is  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Cultural.  Activities  branch  of  the 
Department  of  Economic  Affairs. 
Visits  at  various  communities  is 
under  the  sponsorship  of  those  com- 
munities. 

"Mavtime  in  Alberta"  was  con- 
ceived to  encourage  promotion  bv 
individual  communities  of  one  or 
more  aspects  of  the  arts. 

The  tour  runs  from  April  29  to 
Mav  18.  • 


